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good day's sport.    Leopards are to be heard of in
many villages, and when a particular leopard makes
itself troublesome by killing the goats of the villagers
or perhaps scratching and wounding some old woman,
the assistant will be  asked to go and shoot it.    Tigers
are scarce   animals   now; but they roam over large
distances, and a tiger sometimes makes its appearance
and establishes itself in a village, to the utter dismay
of the inhabitants, who see their cattle killed daily,
and live in constant apprehension for their own safety.
But when a tiger is thus heard of, let the assistant
not trust too much to his own prowess, or to the aid
of any native companions who are willing to accom-
pany him to kill the tiger.    Let him remember the
fate of poor Langdon, who went out a few years ago
with a single-barrelled gun in his hand and a revolver
in his belt to slay a tiger that had taken up its abode
in a neighbouring village.     He was attended by a
crowd of natives armed with matchlocks, swords, and
clubs.   They formed a sort of line and advanced upon
the tiger, who was sitting on his haunches in an open
rice-field, looking at them.    Poor Langdon fired his
single barrel when he was about- twenty yards from
the tiger.   He probably missed the beast, who came
down with a bound and seized him by the neck and
killed him like a terrier kills a rat.    His native com-
panions very naturally took to their heels.   They are
hardly to be blamed.    They had little chance of killing
the tiger, and their only safety was in flight.    Not